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"How to promote bioregional restoration" 

 

Bioregional restoration means restoring ecosystems and human systems together at the scale of a place you 

can actually live within, study, and care for. A good way to do it is to start by mapping your bioregion, then 

build a shared story of place, identify the key systems, and move into collaborative action and long-term 

learning. 

 

Practical sequence 

 

- Locate the place boundaries. Notice where watersheds, soils, vegetation, coastline, and climate patterns shift; 

that helps define the bioregion’s real edges. 

 

- Map what is living there. Include habitats, native species, farms, roads, water systems, governance, and 

cultural history so you see both ecological and human systems together. 

 

- Find the main pressures. Look for the places where land use, water extraction, pollution, fire risk, habitat loss, 

or economic systems collide. 

 

- Choose a few leverage points. Start with interventions that can shift the whole system, such as water 

stewardship, biodiversity corridors, soil regeneration, or participatory planning. 

 

- Build partnerships. Bring together residents, land stewards, scientists, artists, local government, and 

community groups so restoration is co-designed rather than imposed. 

 

- Create a baseline and track change. Set ecological and social indicators, then monitor progress over time so 

the work becomes a learning process, not a one-off project. 

 

- Tell the story. Use public storytelling, maps, events, and local media to widen participation and keep energy 

moving. 

 

What to restore first 

 

A strong bioregional restoration plan usually begins with water, soil, and habitat connectivity, because those 

shape nearly everything else. UN guidance on ecosystem restoration points to practices like reducing tillage, 

using more natural fertilizer and pest control, and growing more diverse crops, including trees. In practice, that 

can mean replanting riparian zones, rebuilding wetlands, restoring native plant communities, and reconnecting 

fragmented habitat corridors. 

 

A simple project model 

 

If you want a manageable starting point, use this 4-part frame: 

 



See: map the watershed, habitats, land use, and community assets. 

 

Choose: pick one landscape problem and one social problem to address together. 

 

Act: run a pilot restoration project with clear roles and a visible site. 

 

Learn: document results, adjust, and expand to adjacent sites or partners. 

 

Example 

 

For a coastal bioregion, a first project might combine dune and creek restoration, native pollinator planting, 

stormwater improvements, and a local education campaign. That links ecological repair with community 

resilience, which is exactly the bioregional approach. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



"Understanding hedges and fences for permaculture settlements" 

 

Here’s an introduction: On permaculture settlements, hedges and fences are more than boundaries—they can 

also serve as wildlife habitat, windbreaks, privacy screens, fodder, fuelwood, and soil-building systems. The 

permies discussions around living fences and hedgerows emphasize using plants that are dense, useful, and 

locally adapted, so the boundary also contributes to food production and ecological resilience. 

 

Main idea 

A hedge is usually a planted barrier made from shrubs or trees, while a fence is often a physical structure that 

can be combined with plants for extra function. In permaculture, the best boundaries do several jobs at once: 

they slow wind, guide animals, mark space, and support pollinators and birds. 

 

Why it matters 

Living fences and hedgerows can reduce the need for purely artificial barriers by turning edge space into a 

productive zone. They are often chosen for density, non-invasiveness, wildlife value, and usefulness to people, 

such as edible fruit, livestock fodder, or coppice material. 

 

Permaculture takeaway 

The permies perspective is practical: a good hedge or fence should match local climate, nearby animals, and 

the settlement’s long-term needs. In short, the goal is not just to block or divide space, but to create a living 

boundary that strengthens the whole site. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“How-to build a Permaculture rainwater catchment system at Village scale” 

 

A village-scale permaculture rainwater catchment system is best built as a distributed network: collect water 

from many roofs and hard surfaces, store it in several tanks, then move it by gravity into gardens, trees, and 

recharge areas. A solid design starts with water budgeting, site mapping, and a clear plan for catchment, 

filtration, storage, overflow, and seasonal use. 

 

Design order: 

 

Measure demand first 

 

Estimate how much water the village needs for drinking, washing, seedlings, livestock, and dry-season 

irrigation, then compare that with roof area and local rainfall. 

 

Map every catchment surface 

 

Prioritize clean roofs, especially durable roof materials, and note where gutters, downpipes, and safe overflow 

paths can go. 

 

Use many small systems instead of one giant tank. 

At village scale, multiple tanks across homes, halls, schools, and gardens are often easier to maintain and less 

vulnerable to failure than one central reservoir. 

 

Core system parts 

 

A practical system includes a catchment surface, conveyance, storage, distribution, and treatment. 

 

For most village setups, that means gutters, leaf screens, first-flush diverters, tanks or cisterns, overflow pipes, 

and a gravity-fed or pumped distribution line. 

 

Build sequence 

 

Start with roofs and gutters. 

Clean roofs feed the system best, and gutters should slope gently toward downpipes so water moves without 

pooling. 

 

Add first-flush diversion and screens. 

This removes the dirtiest initial runoff and blocks leaves, insects, and larger debris before water enters storage. 

 

Install storage on raised or protected bases 

 



Use food-grade barrels, IBC tanks, or larger cisterns depending on budget and scale; elevated placement helps 

gravity-fed use. 

 

Connect overflow to landscape water. 

 

Route excess water to swales, infiltration basins, soak pits, orchard zones, or other recharge features so storms 

become soil moisture instead of erosion. 

 

Add distribution. 

 

Use gravity where possible, and use pumps only where elevation or distance requires them; header tanks can 

provide useful pressure. 

 

Village layout 

 

A resilient village layout usually works best in layers. House roofs can supply household use, public buildings 

can feed communal tanks, and overflow can support food forests, nursery beds, and recharge areas. This 

creates a web of redundancy, so one tank failure does not shut down the whole village system. 

 

Maintenance plan 

 

Maintenance should be simple and scheduled. Clean gutters and screens regularly, flush first-flush units, 

inspect seals and valves, and keep tank covers tight to reduce contamination and mosquito breeding. If the 

water is for drinking, add treatment appropriate to local health standards; if it is only for irrigation, screening 

may be enough. 

 

Simple village example 

 

A small village might combine 10 houses, a school, and a community hall. Each roof feeds its own storage tank, 

while all overflow drains into a shared orchard swale network. In wet months, tanks fill; in dry months, gravity-

fed taps supply gardens, and orchard basins hold moisture in the soil. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



"How-to build a Permaculture Village from Zone 0 on the West Coast?" 

 

Building a permaculture village from Zone 0 on the west coast means starting with the people, daily life, and 

governance first, then shaping land use around those needs. A strong approach is to design from the home-

and-community core outward, because Zone 0 is the center of where time, money, and attention flow. 

 

Start with Zone 0 

 

Zone 0 is not just a house; it is the human system at the center of the project, including daily routines, shared 

values, decision-making, and resource use. For a village, that means defining who lives there, how decisions 

are made, how money is handled, and what shared purpose keeps the group aligned. A common mistake is 

designing the land first and the community second; permaculture practice suggests doing the reverse. 

 

Build the social core 

 

Before you draw site plans, create the village’s social architecture. Set up a clear legal structure, operating 

rules, conflict-resolution process, and a practical way to raise funds and host meetings. A permaculture group 

often works best when it has education, workshops, and community consultation at its center, because that 

keeps participation active and visible. 

 

Choose land wisely 

 

On the west coast, the land choice should be based on water, fire risk, slope, sun, wind, and access to 

community—not just price or aesthetics. Look for a site with reliable water, room for both dense living and 

productive landscape, and enough access for residents and local partners to visit and maintain it. In practice, 

this means mapping contour lines, drainage, wildfire exposure, and microclimates before deciding where 

homes, gardens, and shared buildings go. 

 

Design the village pattern 

 

A useful west coast layout usually places the most frequently used spaces closest to the center: kitchen, 

meeting space, laundry, tools, seed storage, nursery, and common garden beds. After that, place orchards, 

food forests, water systems, and seasonal-use spaces farther out, with wild habitat and conservation areas at 

the edge. This keeps maintenance efficient and makes daily life easier instead of forcing people to travel across 

the site for ordinary tasks. 

 

Match the coast climate 

 

West coast conditions vary, but many sites share strong seasonal dry periods, moisture swings, and increasing 

wildfire pressure, so design for resilience rather than maximum yield alone. Favor firewise spacing, accessible 

water storage, shade management, drought-tolerant species, and buildings that can handle wind, salt air, or 

heavy rain depending on the exact coastline. The most successful designs are usually layered: shelterbelts, 



productive trees, understory crops, irrigation efficiency, and human gathering spaces all reinforcing one 

another. 

 

A practical sequence 

 

- Form the core group and write a simple shared vision. 

 

- Choose a legal and financial structure. 

 

- Map the land and its water, wind, slope, and fire conditions. 

 

- Place Zone 0 functions first: living, cooking, meetings, storage, work. 

 

- Design Zones 1–5 outward from daily use to wild habitat. 

 

- Pilot one small productive area before scaling up. 

 

- Build community trust through events, work parties, and shared learning. 

 

What to avoid 

 

Do not start by buying land without a community process, because that often creates mismatch between 

people and place. Do not overbuild infrastructure before testing how the group actually lives together, since a 

village succeeds through relationships as much as through ecology. Also avoid treating “off-grid” as a shortcut; 

even resilient communities still need money, maintenance, and governance. 

 

A good west coast permaculture village begins as a well-organized human ecosystem, then grows into a land-

based one. The more carefully you design Zone 0, the easier every other zone becomes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



"Core principles and examples for building regenerative dwellings and villages" 

 

Designing simple, affordable, and sustainably-built dwellings with permaculture principles for a regenerative 

village in Northern California means applying permaculture’s ethics and design principles to site planning, 

material choice, and community-scale infrastructure. 

 

Core principles: 

 

- Observe and interact: map sun, wind, water, fire risk, and access before siting homes. 

 

- Catch and store energy: orient for passive solar gain, add thermal mass, harvest rainwater, and use solar PV 

with batteries. 

 

- Produce no waste: design for composting toilets, greywater systems, and reusable materials. 

 

- Use small and slow solutions: start with one prototype dwelling, then iterate. 

 

Building systems suited to Northern California: 

 

- Straw bale or hemp-lime infill: high insulation, fire-resistant, uses local agricultural byproducts. 

 

- Rammed earth or cob: local soil, high thermal mass, fire-resistant, blends with landscape. 

 

- Timber frame with SIPs or reclaimed wood: quick to erect, energy-efficient, supports local timber economies. 

 

- Modular/prefab: factory precision reduces waste and cost; look for LEED or Passive House–ready options. 

 

Design for climate and resilience: 

 

- Passive solar: long axis east–west, south-facing glazing, sized overhangs for summer shading. 

 

- Thermal mass: earthen floors or masonry heaters to store and release heat. 

 

- Natural ventilation: cross-ventilation via operable windows and clerestories. 

 

- Fire safety: defensible space, fire-resistant materials, and emergency access. 

 

Water, waste, and food integration: 

 

- Rainwater harvesting: gutters, cisterns, swales, and infiltration basins to “slow, sink, spread, and store” water. 

 

- Closed-loop systems: composting toilets and greywater to orchards or food forests. 



 

- Edible landscaping: perennial guilds and small greenhouses to extend yields. 

 

Keep dwellings small and community-oriented: 

 

- Small private units (400–800 sq ft) with generous shared spaces (kitchens, workshops, tool libraries) reduce 

costs and foster resilience. 

 

- Simple footprints (rectangular or L-shaped) minimize complexity and cost. 

 

- Cluster homes around shared courtyards or gardens to create microclimates and strengthen community ties. 

 

Affordability strategies: 

 

- Owner-builder or community build models: volunteer labor and skill-sharing reduce costs. 

 

- Local materials: source soil, straw, timber, and stone nearby. 

 

- Standardized details: repeat simple wall, roof, and foundation details across units. 

 

- Grants and incentives: explore California’s affordable housing, renewable energy, and water conservation 

programs. 

 

Example: 600 sq ft straw-bale dwelling: 

 

- Foundation: rubble trench or shallow frost-protected slab. 

 

- Structure: timber frame with straw-bale infill, lime-clay plaster. 

 

- Roof: metal or clay tile for rainwater catchment, 12–18 inch overhangs. 

 

- Systems: 3–5 kW solar PV, 10–20 kWh battery, 2,000–5,000 gallon cistern, composting toilet, greywater to 

orchard. 

 

- Interior: open-plan living/kitchen, loft bedroom, wood stove with masonry mass, large south-facing windows. 

 

Resources: 

 

- Permies.com: permaculture design and building forums. 

- Resilient Communities Network: regenerative village frameworks. 

- Open Source Ecology: open-source blueprints for low-cost infrastructure. 

- Local courses: Santa Cruz Permaculture, Heartland Collective for hands-on training. 



"The River Assembly, 2075" 

 

In 2075, the village of Willow Bend governed itself the way it tended its watershed: slowly, visibly, and with no 

illusion that water belonged to whoever stood nearest the spring. 

 

Every equinox, the Assembly met beneath the old valley oaks. No one came merely as an owner. They arrived 

in roles - water tenders, soil listeners, energy stewards, conflict keepers, youth delegates, elder witnesses, and 

visiting neighbors. Roles rotated; authority did not accumulate like coins in a locked chest. 

 

The most difficult issue that autumn was the new regional power line. Outsiders called it “clean development”: 

a corporate consortium wanted to run transmission across the western commons in exchange for cash, battery 

storage, and connection to the larger grid. Some villagers saw security. Others saw the old pattern wearing a 

green shirt—take the land’s capacity, centralize the benefit, leave the costs behind. 

 

Mara, the water tender, placed two jars on the council table. One held clear springwater; the other, soil-rich 

runoff from a newly restored slope. 

 

“Both are wealth,” she said. “But only one becomes wealth when we remember where it came from.” 

 

The village did not vote that day. Its governance required a longer rhythm for irreversible decisions: three 

gatherings, public ledgers, a youth-and-elder review, and a dissent circle whose task was not to block 

agreement, but to name what agreement might be harming. 

 

Their finance keeper showed the numbers: accepting the line would pay for a clinic and reduce individual 

energy costs. Yet the soil council projected erosion from construction, while the relationship circle warned that 

the contract would divide households between leaseholders and everyone else. 

 

So they chose a third path. They declined the corridor and offered the consortium a partnership instead: invest 

in village-owned microgrids, repair the regional watershed, and pay into a bioregional soil-and-water 

commons. The company called the terms unrealistic. 

 

The village called them the beginning of a relationship. 

 

Life in Willow Bend was not simple. People still fell in love badly, argued over work shares, resented those who 

had more leisure, and worried about their children leaving for distant cities. But each household gave time to 

the commons: maintaining solar storage, tending food forests, caring for elders, teaching, repairing tools, 

restoring creek banks. Care work counted as real work. Soil carbon, groundwater recharge, and biodiversity 

were recorded alongside harvests and currency. 

 

At dusk, the Assembly ended with a meal. Children ran between rain tanks and pear trees. Beyond the village, 

the regional grid flickered through another heat wave. 

 



Inside Willow Bend, the lights came on - powered by sun, stored by shared consent, and made possible by 

decades of remembering that power, water, and soil were never separate questions. They were the same 

question: 

 

How will we live so that life around us has more future because we were here? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“Acting regeneratively in real time” 

 

Acting regeneratively by reducing our environmental impact in “real time” means shifting from simply doing 

less harm to actively improving the health of the land, water, and community with every decision we make. 

Regenerative living is about designing daily habits and systems that restore ecosystems, build soil, conserve 

water, and strengthen social resilience - right where we are.  

 

Core principles of regenerative living 

 

Regenerative systems are designed to grow healthier and more abundant over time by working with—not 

against—natural cycles.  Key characteristics include:  

 

- Aligning with nature’s patterns: Mimicking ecological processes (e.g., nutrient cycling, succession) in how we 

grow food, manage water, and build shelters. 

- Stacking functions: Ensuring each action delivers multiple benefits—like a food forest that provides fruit, 

habitat, carbon storage, and cooling shade. 

- Improving over time: Systems that gain fertility, biodiversity, and resilience year after year. 

- Holistic design: Considering relationships among soil, plants, animals, people, and economies rather than 

optimizing isolated parts. 

- Social equity and well-being: Ensuring regeneration benefits people and communities, not just ecosystems. 

 

 Practical strategies you can start today 

 

 1. Prioritize soil health 

Healthy soil is the foundation of regeneration - it stores carbon, filters water, and supports biodiversity.  

 

- Minimize disturbance: Use no-till or low-till gardening to protect soil structure and microbial life. 

- Keep soil covered: Apply mulch, plant cover crops, or use living groundcovers to prevent erosion and retain 

moisture. 

- Add organic matter: Compost kitchen scraps, yard waste, and manure to feed soil organisms and build 

fertility. 

- Diversify plantings: Grow polycultures and rotate crops to mimic natural ecosystems and reduce pest 

pressure. 

 

 2. Grow food regeneratively 

Whether you have a backyard, balcony, or community plot, you can practice regenerative agriculture at any 

scale.  

 

- Agroforestry: Integrate trees and shrubs with crops or livestock to emulate forest edges and increase carbon 

sequestration. 

- Perennials over annuals: Favor perennial vegetables, fruits, and herbs that require less input and stabilize soil 

year-round. 



- Composting and biochar: Turn waste into resources that enrich soil and lock away carbon long-term. 

- Water-wise design: Use rain gardens, swales, and drip irrigation to capture and infiltrate water on-site. 

 

 3. Rethink consumption and waste 

Regenerative living means closing loops so that “waste” becomes nourishment for another part of the system.  

 

- Circular economy mindset: Repair, reuse, and repurpose materials; compost organics; share tools and 

resources within your community. 

- Local and seasonal food: Reduce transport emissions and support farmers using regenerative practices. 

- Plant-forward diets: Shifting toward more plant-based meals lowers land use and emissions while freeing 

space for rewilding. 

 

 4. Build community resilience 

Regeneration is as much social as it is ecological.  

 

- Skill-sharing networks: Join or start local groups focused on permaculture, seed saving, or natural building. 

- Cooperative economics: Support local food co-ops, tool libraries, and time-banks that keep resources 

circulating within the community. 

- Inclusive planning: Design projects that benefit diverse residents and address local inequities. 

 

 5. Monitor and adapt 

Regenerative systems thrive on feedback. Observe how your actions affect soil, water, plants, and people - and 

adjust accordingly.  

 

- Track simple metrics: Soil organic matter, water infiltration rate, plant diversity, or community participation. 

- Iterate designs: Use what you learn to refine gardens, water systems, or social initiatives each season. 

 

 6. Real-time regeneration in everyday life 

You don’t need to wait for perfect conditions to begin. Small, consistent actions compound into systemic 

change:  

 

- Plant a native pollinator strip or food forest patch. 

- Install a rain barrel or build a small swale to slow and sink water. 

- Start a compost bin and share surplus with neighbors. 

- Join a local land trust or restoration volunteer day. 

- Choose regenerative brands and advocate for soil-friendly policies. 

 

By weaving these practices into daily routines, we move from sustainability (maintaining the status quo) to 

regeneration (actively healing and enriching our bioregion) in real time.  

 

 

 



"The Campfire" - A Permie Kids Story 

 

At the Resilient Communities Network Village, the campfire glowed beside the shared garden and food forest. 

Children ran between the benches, laughing, until Chloe gathered them close. 

 

“Not too near the fire,” she said gently, smiling as Rowan held up a pinecone. 

 

William stood beside the stone hearth. The village grew quiet. 

 

“Once,” he began, “a valley suffered a long drought. Everyone had fenced their water and guarded their seeds. 

But when the gardens failed, a young gardener named Elian opened her last pouch of seeds in the village 

square.” 

 

“What did she do?” Mira asked. 

 

“She shared them,” William said. “Then the people broke down their fences. Together they planted trees, 

caught rainwater, rebuilt the soil, and cared for one another.” 

 

The fire snapped softly. 

 

“Years later, the valley was green again,” William said. “Not because one person saved it, but because everyone 

shared the first seed.” 

 

Chloe watched the children look toward the dark, living gardens. 

 

“Can we plant something tomorrow?” Rowan asked. 

 

“Yes,” Chloe said. “That is how every village begins.” 

 

"The Myth of AnchorWest" 

 

In the years when the streets below grew heavy with garbage, danger, and forgotten people, an old warehouse 

rose above the city like a ship without water. 

 

On it's roof, the founders of AnchorWest planted gardens in wooden beds. They caught the rain in great 

barrels, hung yurts beneath the open sky, and built a theatre around a fire pit where children performed 

stories of foxes, giants, and brave little seeds. 

 

But the Village had one weakness: the elevator. 

 



During the day, it carried the lower tenants’ burdens—boxes, tools, laundry, and tired bodies. The people of 

AnchorWest needed to move their own supplies, but they would not disturb those who lived below. So the 

village gathered in council. 

 

A grandmother brought rope. 

A carpenter brought pulleys. 

A child brought a colored flag to signal when the way was clear. 

 

Together they built a second passage through the air. 

 

The baskets began to rise and descend: vegetables, books, blankets, cooking pots, and bundles of reclaimed 

wood. The people called it the Skyway. It did not conquer the elevator. It simply learned another way. 

 

Then came the Night of Black Rain. 

 

A storm broke over the city, washing garbage through the streets and flooding the lowest rooms. The elevator 

failed. The roads became dangerous, and many people below were stranded without food or dry shelter. 

 

AnchorWest rang its iron bell. 

 

The gardens gave their greens. The rain barrels gave their water. The kitchens gave their meals. Ropes lowered 

lanterns and baskets into the darkness. The theatre became a shelter, and the fire pit became a place where 

frightened strangers could warm their hands. 

 

The village guards stood watch—not as soilders behind a wall, but as keepers of the people. They opened the 

gates carefully, learning each person’s name and making sure the vulnerable were not lost in the confusion. 

 

By dawn, the flood had gone. 

 

The streets were still wounded. No myth could make them clean in a single night. But the people of 

AnchorWest gave out what they could, taught what they knew, and invited the neighbors below to share in 

meals, classes, gardens, and children’s programs. 

 

After that night, AnchorWest was no longer merely a refuge above the city. It became an anchor. 

 

And the elders taught that a village is not measured by how high it rises, but by how much kindness it can 

lower into the darkness. 

 

 

 

 

 



"Rainwater shower design for a village of 25 adults" 

 

Permies discussions support simple gravity, solar-heated, and roof-catchment shower approaches - but a 25-

person system needs filtration, treatment, redundancy, and real storage rather than a DIY barrel setup. 

 

For 25 adults, plan for about 300 gallons/day of shower water using short showers and 1.5–2.0 gpm heads. 

 

Simple resilient design: 

 

- Roof → leaf screen → first-flush diverter → filter → 12,000–15,000 gal cisterns → pump → sediment/carbon 

+ UV treatment → solar/backup-heated showers → greywater mulch basins 

 

- Build 4 shower stalls with 1.5 gpm heads. 

 

- Aim for 4 - 6 minute showers: roughly 6–9 gallons/person. 

 

- Use several tanks - e.g., 3 × 5,000 gallons—rather than one large tank. 

 

- Fit screens, sealed lids, mosquito-proof overflows, and an accessible cleanout. 

 

- Use a metal roof if possible; avoid dirty/asphalt roof catchments. 

 

- Pump to a pressure tank, then filter and disinfect before showers. 

 

- Send screened shower greywater directly to mulch basins, orchard trees, or a constructed wetland - don’t 

store it. 

 

Catchment rule: 

 

- Gallons harvested=roof ft²×rain inches×0.623×0.85 

 

- At 20 inches/year, a 5,000 ft² roof collects roughly 53,000 gallons/year - only about 145 gallons/day averaged 

over the year. For 300 gallons/day, expect roughly 10,000 ft² of roof plus enough storage to carry the dry 

season. 

 

Key resilience choices: 

 

- Solar preheat plus backup propane/heat-pump water heating. 

 

- Timed/push-button valves and shared drought rules. 

 



- Test water and confirm local health/plumbing requirements before using harvested rainwater for shared 

showers. 

 

- Build a small pilot first, measure real use, then expand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“The New Myth of Rainbow Woman” 

 

The Ordinary World 

 

Before the myth, there was only the weather — and the weather had become a tyrant. In the summer of 2028, 

New York City baked beneath a sky that had forgotten how to rain. The heat fell on the streets of Queens like a 

judgment, and the subways breathed steam. People said the city had a fever, and the fever was the worlds. 

Among them lived a woman the neighbors called Rainbow Woman — not for her clothes, but for the way she 

saw. Where others saw cracked asphalt, she saw soil waiting. Where others saw a dead gutter, she saw a river 

remembering its name. She was an eco-freak, they said, with a socialist's heart and a gardener's hands. She 

planted rooftop gardens on buildings that had no business being green, and she argued, loudly and at length, 

that the heat was not a punishment but a question — and that the answer belonged to everyone, or to no one. 

 

The Call to Adventure 

 

The crisis came as a warning and then as a wound. The reservoir ran low. The power grid staggered. And then, 

in August, the heat turned to fire in the dry brush of the Bronx, and the smoke rolled south over the whole 

borough. The city, which had always believed itself immortal, discovered it could be afraid. 

 

That night, Rainbow Woman stood on her rooftop among the tomatoes and the rain barrels and looked at the 

orange horizon. She did not see a disaster. She saw the threshold. 

 

"Friends," she said to the neighbors who had gathered, "the sky is not coming back to save us. We have to go 

and get it." 

 

Crossing the Threshold 

 

And so the community — not a lone hero, but a people — crossed the threshold. They were an unlikely 

company: the retired subway conductor who knew every tunnel, the schoolteacher with the seed collection, 

the bodega owner who could feed anyone, the teenagers who had never known a cool summer. They called 

themselves the Watershed, because they were learning that a city is only a river wearing a coat. 

 

They went where the water was. They pried up parking lots and let the earth breathe. They built rain gardens 

in the shapes of old creeks. They dug swales along the avenues and taught the concrete to drink. Rainbow 

Woman did not lead from the front; she led from the middle, carrying buckets, arguing policy, and reminding 

everyone that no one is saved alone. 

 

The Trials 

 

The road was hard, as all true roads are. The heat cracked their cisterns. The city's officials called them 

dreamers and told them to wait for the engineers. There was a night when the water failed entirely, and the 

company sat in the dark, and the teenagers asked if it was all for nothing. 



But this is where the myth turns, because a community's heroism is not one great deed — it is a thousand 

small refusals to give up. The conductor found the old aqueduct maps. The teacher remembered the names of 

the native plants. The bodega owner fed the block from a single truck. And Rainbow Woman, sitting in the 

circle, said the thing that became the city's new prayer: 

 

"We are not waiting for the sky. We are becoming the sky." 

 

The Decisive Crisis 

 

The crisis came at the height of the drought, when the last reservoir ran dry and the city stood at the edge of 

collapse. The officials had given up. The news had given up. But the Watershed had not. 

 

In a single night of coordinated action — every rooftop cistern, every rain garden, every reclaimed lot — the 

community released the water it had been hoarding like treasure. They did not save themselves; they saved 

each other, house by house, block by block, until the water moved through the city the way a heartbeat moves 

through a body. 

 

And then the sky, as if remembering its old friendship with the earth, opened. It rained. It rained on the 

gardens they had built, on the swales they had dug, on the parking lots that had become meadows. The city 

drank. 

 

The Return and the Gift 

 

Rainbow Woman did not become a queen, because that is not how this myth ends. She returned to her 

rooftop and her tomatoes, and she kept arguing about socialism and soil until the day she died, as eco-freaks 

do. 

 

But the gift she brought back was not hers. It was the city's: the knowledge that a community is not a 

collection of people waiting for rescue, but a watershed — a living thing that holds what it needs and shares it 

with all who belong. The children of 2028 grew up in a city that remembered the sky, and they told the story of 

the woman who taught concrete to drink, and the people who became the rain. 

 

And whenever the heat returns, as it does, the city does not pray for a hero. It looks at its neighbor, and 

remembers: we are the Watershed. We go together. We return together. We are transformed together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



"The Permaculture Secret of New Village" (a kid’s new myth) 

 

In 2030, a brand-new place called New Village grew up on a sunny hillside near the ocean. Adults and children 

moved in together, not just as neighbors, but as one big team. 

 

A Village Designed Like Nature 

 

New Village was planned using permaculture, which means “permanent culture.” It’s a way of designing 

homes, gardens, and communities that work like nature does - carefully, kindly, and without waste. 

 

* Earth Care: The people promised to take care of the land, water, plants, and animals. 

 

* People Care: They made sure everyone had what they needed - food, shelter, friendship, and fun. 

 

* Return the Surplus: If anyone had extra - like tomatoes, toys, or time - they shared it with others or gave it 

back to the earth. 

 

The Children’s Toys and Books 

 

The kids in New Village didn’t have plastic toys that broke easily. Instead, they played with: 

 

* Seed bombs they made from clay, compost, and wildflower seeds to toss in bare spots and watch gardens 

grow. 

 

* Bug hotels built from sticks, leaves, and hollow stems to welcome bees, beetles, and butterflies. 

 

* Story stones painted with pictures of sun, rain, soil, and animals so they could tell new tales every day. 

 

Their favorite books were about soil heroes, compost creatures, and how a handful of dirt could feed a whole 

family. 

 

Soil Is Key 

 

One day, the village elder, Grandma Terra, gathered the children under the big oak tree. “Do you know the 

secret of New Village?” she asked. 

 

The children shook their heads. 

 

“It’s this,” she said, holding up a clump of dark, crumbly earth. “Soil is key. Without healthy soil, nothing grows. 

With it, everything can.” 

 

She taught them how to: 



 

* Observe and interact with the land before planting. 

 

* Catch and store energy by collecting rainwater and composting leaves. 

 

* Produce no waste by turning kitchen scraps into food for the garden. 

 

The Surplus Festival 

 

Every harvest season, New Village held a Surplus Festival. Tables were filled with extra vegetables, fruits, nuts, 

and seeds. But instead of keeping it all, the villagers: 

 

* Shared food with neighbors who needed it. 

 

* Saved seeds for next year’s planting. 

 

* Composted the rest to feed the soil. 

 

The children loved this part best. They learned that “return the surplus” didn’t just mean sharing food—it 

meant sharing kindness, time, and care too. 

 

A New Kind of Growing 

 

By 2030, New Village wasn’t just a place to live. It was a living story where adults and children grew food, 

friendships, and futures - together. And it all started with one simple truth: soil is key, and when you care for 

the earth, the earth cares for you. 

 

The Permaculture App 

 

The app appeared on Mara’s phone without being downloaded. 

 

Its icon was a green seed inside a blue circle. When she opened it, there were only three lines: 

 

Care for Earth. 

Care for People. 

Share the Surplus. 

 

Then a question: 

 

What do you need? 

 

Mara typed: Rain. 



 

The permaculture app replied: 

 

What does your watershed need? 

 

Outside her apartment, the city was dry. Gutters carried trash instead of water. The community garden had 

dying tomatoes, dusty soil, and no shade. 

 

Mara typed: 

 

Healthy soil. Shade. Water that stays where it falls. 

 

Begin there, said the app. 

 

At the garden, Mara asked what to plant. 

 

What already grows here without begging? 

 

She noticed yarrow, fennel, nasturtiums, beans, and bees. Instead of buying more supplies, she started 

observing. She collected leaves for mulch, kitchen scraps for compost, and rain from the shed roof. 

 

The permaculture app offered small instructions: 

 

A problem is often a resource in the wrong place. 

Use small and slow solutions. 

Share the surplus. 

 

Mara invited neighbors to help. Mr. Alvarez brought leaves from his lemon tree. Children painted signs. The 

laundromat saved scraps for compost. Together, they built rain barrels, planted herbs and fruit trees, and 

turned a trash-filled vacant lot into a little food forest. 

 

Soon, baskets of extra lemons, greens, and seedlings sat by the gate. 

 

Take what you need. Leave what you can. 

 

One evening, Mara asked the app if the garden was enough. 

 

The answer came slowly: 

 

Enough for what? 

 

She looked at the trees, the dark soil, the children, and the neighbors talking beneath the shade. 



 

The world still had fires, droughts, and fear. 

 

But life was returning here. 

 

Mara typed: 

 

Enough to begin. 

 

The permaculture app replied: 

 

Then begin again tomorrow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



"The Garden of the Golden Seed" - A New Permaculture Myth 

 

In a valley where children woke with empty bellies, the Sky Gardener watched from above. One morning, a 

child named Lio found a golden seed glowing on his windowsill. A voice whispered: "Plant me where many 

hands can tend me. Share what grows, and none shall hunger again." 

 

Lio gathered his friends - Maya, Tavi, and Nia. Together, they convinced the village to try. 

 

The Trials 

 

The Sky Gardener sent three tests: 

 

* Thirst: The creek had shrunk. The children carried water from far wells, arms aching, backs bent. 

 

* Doubt: Neighbors laughed. "Seeds cannot feed a town." But the children stayed. 

 

* Sacrifice: The seedling asked for something precious. Each child buried a treasure - a marble, a poem, fishing 

afternoons, a lullaby. Their chests ached, but the seedling glowed brighter. 

 

The Crisis and Victory 

 

A storm flooded the garden. Mud swallowed the seedling. "We lost it," cried Maya. But beneath the mud, 

roots had spread wide. The storm had awakened it. 

 

The whole village joined in. They built raised beds, planted companions, and tended the soil. The golden seed 

grew into a tree bearing fruit year-round: tomatoes, corn, greens, berries. 

 

The Transformation 

 

The true victory was not the food - it was the change. Children shared meals. Elders taught secrets. Laughing 

replaced crying. The garden became a sanctuary. 

 

The Sky Gardener spoke: "You have learned the oldest wisdom. Not to take, but to give. You sacrificed your 

comfort, and fed your whole community." 

 

The children were no longer hungry kids. They were gardeners, healers, builders. And every year, when a new 

golden seed appeared, another group would begin again. 

 

 

 

 

 



"The Earth Garden, 2050" 

 

By 2050, the great age of extraction has become a cautionary tale rather than the organizing principle of 

civilization. 

 

The old world did not disappear cleanly. It fractured through climate shocks, water scarcity, food-system 

failures, economic crashes, and the aftermath of wars that taught humanity the unbearable cost of treating 

land, people, and one another as expendable. But from those fractures came a different kind of global 

movement: not an empire, not a single government, and not a brand. 

 

It was called, simply, "the Earth Garden". 

 

Permaculture—once dismissed as a niche practice of gardeners, homesteaders, ecological designers, and 

dreamers—became one of the world’s most practical languages. It helped communities ask a new foundational 

question: 

 

> How can human beings live well while making the living systems around them healthier, richer, and more 

resilient? 

 

The answers varied by place. A dryland village in Morocco did not copy the food forests of the Pacific 

Northwest. A reclaimed coastal neighborhood in California did not imitate a mountain watershed community 

in Nepal. Each region designed with its own rainfall, soils, seeds, culture, history, and people. 

 

Yet everywhere, the movement followed a shared moral compass: 

 

- "Care for Earth": Protect soil, water, forests, oceans, seed diversity, wildlife, and climate. 

- "Care for People": Ensure food, shelter, belonging, meaningful work, education, health, and dignity. 

- "Fair Share": Set limits to excess consumption, return surplus to the commons, and prevent wealth or power 

from accumulating beyond what a person or institution can responsibly steward. 

 

These ethics became the foundation of the Global Permaculture Movement—not as rigid doctrine, but as a 

living agreement between humanity and the planet. 

 

A. The Village Returns 

 

The dominant political unit of 2050 was no longer the distant corporation or the isolated consumer household. 

It was the "bioregional village network". 

 

A village could be rural, suburban, urban, coastal, or digital-linked across a watershed. Its population might 

range from several hundred to a few thousand people—small enough that residents could know one another, 

participate in decisions, and see the consequences of their choices; large enough to support schools, clinics, 

workshops, farms, cultural spaces, and renewable-energy systems. 



 

Cities did not vanish. They changed. 

 

Former parking lots became orchards, wetlands, shaded market gardens, solar canopies, and public gathering 

squares. Rooftops captured rainwater and grew food. Apartment complexes shared compost systems, 

community kitchens, repair rooms, seed libraries, and child-care cooperatives. Empty office towers became 

mixed-use living villages, with housing above and workshops, classrooms, clinics, and food hubs below. 

 

The village became the human-scale cell of civilization. The bioregion became its larger body. 

 

Every village belonged to a watershed council. Every watershed council sent delegates to a regional assembly. 

Regional assemblies collaborated through global networks focused on shared planetary responsibilities: 

oceans, climate, seed protection, migration, disease prevention, peacekeeping, and ecological restoration. 

 

This was governance by "nested responsibility". Decisions were made at the smallest scale capable of handling 

them, while larger-scale institutions protected shared commons and prevented local harm from spilling 

outward. 

 

A village could choose its own food traditions, architecture, language, celebrations, and land-management 

practices. But it could not poison a river downstream, clear an old-growth forest for short-term profit, hoard 

seed genetics, or export pollution to poorer regions. 

 

Freedom was redefined. It was not freedom to consume without limit. It was freedom to belong, to 

participate, to meet one’s needs, to contribute meaningfully, and to inherit a living planet. 

 

B. The Great Soil and Water Reckoning 

 

The turning point came when governments, universities, farmers, Indigenous land stewards, and community 

scientists created the "Global Soil and Water Survey". 

 

For decades, humanity had measured economic growth more carefully than soil depth, groundwater recharge, 

ocean acidity, pollinator abundance, or the nutrient density of food. The survey reversed that priority. 

 

Every watershed on Earth was mapped and monitored. Communities tracked: 

 

- Soil organic matter and carbon storage. 

- Soil biodiversity, fungi, worms, insects, and microbial health. 

- Water-table levels and groundwater recharge. 

- River flow, wetland health, and water contamination. 

- Salinity, erosion, desertification, and nutrient loss. 

- Crop diversity and seed resilience. 

- Pollinator populations and wildlife corridors. 



- Food access, public health, and local ecological carrying capacity. 

 

The results were publicly visible. A person in one village could see the health of their watershed as easily as 

people once checked weather forecasts or stock prices. 

 

Land was no longer valued only by what could be extracted from it. It was valued by its capacity to feed 

people, hold water, grow habitat, store carbon, cool local temperatures, and sustain future generations. 

 

Farmers became some of the most respected people in society—not because they controlled food through 

industrial scale, but because they restored the biological foundations of life. 

 

Regenerative agriculture transformed much of the world’s damaged farmland. Monocultures gave way, where 

possible, to mosaics of agroforestry, rotational grazing, perennial grains, vegetable gardens, food forests, 

silvopasture, hedgerows, wetlands, and native habitat corridors. 

 

In many places, farms were no longer factories without walls. They were ecosystems that produced food. 

 

Cows moved in carefully managed herds across grasslands. Chickens followed them to spread manure and 

reduce pests. Trees shaded animals, stabilized soil, and produced fruit, fodder, timber, and medicine. Deep-

rooted plants broke compaction. Cover crops protected bare ground. Compost returned nutrients to the soil. 

Rainwater was slowed, spread, sunk, and stored. 

 

The goal was not merely “sustainable” agriculture—doing less damage. The goal was "regenerative 

agriculture": leaving the land more fertile, more hydrated, more diverse, and more alive than before. 

 

C. Solar Civilization 

 

By 2050, solar energy had become the planet’s principal energy source—not because every landscape was 

covered in panels, but because humanity learned to combine distributed solar generation with conservation, 

storage, local grids, wind, geothermal energy, micro-hydro where appropriate, and much lower material 

consumption. 

 

Energy was treated as a commons and a responsibility. 

 

Most homes, schools, workshops, farms, transit systems, and community buildings generated part of their own 

power. Solar panels shaded walkways, parking areas, public markets, greenhouses, canals, and rooftops. 

Batteries were community-owned wherever possible, managed through transparent energy cooperatives 

rather than monopolized by distant utilities. 

 

The most important energy revolution, however, was cultural. 

 



People stopped designing societies around endless waste. Buildings were repaired instead of demolished. 

Products were modular and made to be maintained. Communities shared tools, vehicles, kitchens, workshops, 

and equipment. Neighborhood repair guilds became as familiar as grocery stores once were. 

 

The energy question changed from “How do we produce enough power for limitless consumption?” to “How 

do we meet real needs beautifully, fairly, and within ecological limits?” 

 

D. After the Crashes and Wars 

 

The world of 2050 emerged after periods of instability that people later called the Great Unraveling: financial 

crashes, ecological disasters, political breakdowns, regional wars, and the terrible global conflict remembered 

as the Third World War. 

 

No one romanticized it. 

 

The losses were too great. Families were displaced. Cities were damaged. Trust was shattered. The old systems 

revealed how fragile they had always been: dependent on long supply chains, debt-driven growth, fossil fuels, 

cheap labor, ecological destruction, and competition for scarce resources. 

 

But the aftermath also revealed something else: people survived through mutual aid. 

 

They survived because neighbors shared food. Because gardeners saved seeds. Because mechanics repaired 

old pumps. Because elders remembered water sources. Because teachers turned empty buildings into schools. 

Because farmers taught urban residents how to grow vegetables. Because communities organized kitchens, 

clinics, child care, and conflict-resolution circles when official systems failed. 

 

The post-capitalist transition was not a single revolution or a universally agreed ideology. Markets still existed 

in 2050. People traded, created businesses, exchanged crafts, and earned livelihoods. 

 

But the old form of capitalism—where investors could accumulate limitless ownership while ecosystems 

collapsed and communities were abandoned—had lost legitimacy. 

 

The economy became a tool beneath life, not a god above it. 

 

Essential systems—water, soil, seeds, health, housing, energy, education, communication infrastructure, and 

ecological restoration—were increasingly governed as public, cooperative, community, or commons-based 

trusts. Private enterprise could exist, but it operated inside firm ecological and social boundaries. 

 

Profit was no longer accepted as proof that something was good. 

 

A company that made money while poisoning water, exploiting workers, evading restoration costs, or 

destroying community resilience was not considered successful. It was considered a failure of governance. 



 

E. The Universal Permaculture Code 

 

In 2050, the world’s communities adopted a voluntary but widely recognized agreement known as the 

"Universal Permaculture Code of Human Life on Earth". 

 

It did not replace local traditions, Indigenous sovereignty, human rights law, or cultural diversity. Instead, it 

served as a shared baseline: a promise that no society would pursue prosperity by destroying the conditions of 

life. 

 

Its central principles were taught in schools, used in public planning, and displayed in village councils across 

the planet: 

 

1. "Protect the living Earth."   

   Soil, water, air, biodiversity, forests, oceans, and climate are the foundation of all economies and all human 

futures. 

 

2. "Meet every person’s essential needs."   

   Food, water, shelter, care, education, safety, meaningful participation, and cultural belonging are human 

rights. 

 

3. "Design for resilience, not maximum extraction."   

   Communities must be able to withstand drought, flood, conflict, economic disruption, disease, and changing 

climate. 

 

4. "Use renewable energy and materials within ecological limits."   

   Solar, wind, biological systems, and local resources must be managed with repair, reuse, and long-term 

stewardship in mind. 

 

5. "Return surplus to the commons."   

   Excess wealth, land, resources, knowledge, and productive capacity should strengthen communities and 

future generations. 

 

6. "Restore more than is taken."   

   Every farm, building project, business, and institution must account for its ecological impacts and contribute 

to repair. 

 

7. "Honor local knowledge and cultural diversity."   

   No universal blueprint can replace the wisdom of place, Indigenous sovereignty, and community self-

determination. 

 

8. "Resolve conflict without domination."   



   Governance must favor mediation, truth-telling, restorative justice, and democratic participation over 

violence and coercion. 

 

9. "Protect the rights of future generations."   

   Children and those not yet born must have representation in long-term decisions about land, water, climate, 

debt, and infrastructure. 

 

10. "Live within a fair share of Earth’s abundance."   

   No person, corporation, or nation has the right to consume so much that others are deprived of the 

conditions for a dignified life. 

 

The code was less a law than a civilizational vow. 

 

F. Population and Choice 

 

The population question was approached differently than it had been in earlier eras. 

 

The world learned that coercive population control violated human dignity and often harmed women, 

marginalized people, and poor communities. Instead of enforcing a “one child per family” rule, societies 

centered voluntary, rights-based family planning. 

 

Every person had access to: 

 

- Comprehensive reproductive health care. 

- Contraception and fertility services. 

- Education for girls and women. 

- Economic security in old age, reducing pressure to rely on large families for survival. 

- Safe housing, health care, and child support. 

- Honest ecological education about carrying capacity and resource use. 

 

Many families voluntarily chose to have one child, or none, because communities made that choice possible 

and respected it. Others had larger families within locally determined ecological and social planning 

frameworks. 

 

The principle was clear: humanity would stabilize its population through justice, education, health, and 

freedom—not through authoritarian control. 

 

A child was not viewed as a consumer unit. Every child was considered a future steward of a watershed, a 

culture, and a planet. 

 

G. The Mythology of Restoration 

 



The global permaculture movement also understood that technical solutions alone could not heal civilization. 

 

People need stories. 

 

For centuries, industrial culture had told a myth of conquest: nature as enemy, land as resource, progress as 

domination, and humans as separate from the living world. The mythology of permaculture offered another 

image. 

 

It told of humanity as the "Youngest Gardeners". 

 

In this story, the Earth was not a machine but an ancient, breathing commons. The rivers were the planet’s 

veins. Soil was its memory. Forests were its long dreaming. Seeds were messages sent across time. Animals 

were fellow citizens with different languages. Each generation inherited a garden already planted by countless 

beings before it. 

 

The central figure was not a king, billionaire, warlord, or chosen savior. It was the "Keeper of the Watershed": 

any person who learned to observe deeply, care for others, repair damaged land, share surplus, and plant for 

people they would never meet. 

 

Children heard stories of the First Seed Carriers, who preserved biodiversity through famine. They learned of 

the Raincatchers, who restored dry rivers. They celebrated the Compost Makers, who taught that death was 

not waste but transformation. They sang songs for pollinators, salmon, fungi, wetlands, and old trees. 

 

In this mythology, the hero did not defeat the Earth. 

 

The hero learned how to serve the community. 

 

H. A Day in 2050 

 

At sunrise in a coastal village once called Seaside, children walk to school along a corridor of native shrubs, 

fruit trees, and rain gardens. Their school has solar roofs, a community kitchen, a seed library, and a small 

wetland that filters graywater before it returns to the landscape. 

 

In the morning, students test soil moisture in the food forest. At midday, they study history—not only the wars 

and collapses of the old world, but the mutual-aid networks that helped communities survive. In the 

afternoon, they learn poetry, conflict mediation, carpentry, native plant identification, mathematics, and 

watershed mapping. 

 

Adults divide their time differently than their grandparents did. Some work in regenerative farms, local 

fabrication shops, health clinics, education circles, ecological restoration crews, arts collectives, data 

cooperatives, or community governance. Many work fewer hours in paid labor because essential needs are 

guaranteed through shared systems. 



 

In the evening, the village gathers beneath solar-lit shade structures. There is food from nearby farms, music 

from several cultures, and an open council meeting. Residents discuss a water-sharing agreement after a dry 

winter. Young people speak. Elders speak. Farmers speak. New arrivals speak. The river itself is represented by 

a watershed steward whose job is to ask: *What does this decision do to the water?* 

 

No system is perfect. There are still arguments, failures, storms, grief, and difficult tradeoffs. Some regions 

remain damaged. Some people still seek power over others. Some lands require generations of restoration. 

 

But humanity has stopped pretending it can escape consequences. 

 

It has begun, at last, to mature. 

 

I. The Future Seed 

 

The future of permaculture in 2050 is not a paradise of perfect gardens. It is a civilization learning to repair 

itself. 

 

It is a world where soil is richer than it was a generation ago. Where rivers run cleaner. Where food is grown 

with more life, not less. Where solar light powers homes without darkening the sky. Where villages are small 

enough for accountability and connected enough for solidarity. Where governance begins with the question, 

“What will this mean for the seventh generation?” 

 

And it is a world where the old human dream of abundance survives—but is transformed. 

 

Abundance is no longer endless acquisition. 

 

Abundance is fertile soil. Clean water. Shared meals. Pollinators in spring. A home that stays cool in heat waves. 

A child who knows the names of local plants. A community capable of caring for its elders. A seed saved for the 

next season. A river allowed to reach the sea. 

 

That is the permaculture future: 

 

Not humanity ruling the Earth. 

 

Humanity finally becoming one of its responsible gardeners. 

 

"Spirit Water" - A Permaculture New Myth 

 

A long dry spell came to the Village. The creek shrank, the Garden of Ed wilted, and the vegetable sprouts in 

the hoop house bent beneath the heat. 

 



Some villagers became afraid. 

 

“There is not enough water,” they said. “We must keep what we have for ourselves.” 

 

But Mira, the eldest gardener, led everyone to an old rain barrel painted years before by the children. On its 

side were the words: 

 

Water is a gift. 

Water returns when we return it with care. 

 

Only a little water remained inside. 

 

Mira lifted a wooden ladle and said, “This water is holy—not because we own it, but because it belongs to all 

living things.” 

 

The children dipped their fingers into the barrel and gently sprinkled the hoop-house sprouts. Then the whole 

Village joined them. They mulched the garden beds, saved water, repaired drip lines, shared what they had, 

and dug small basins to catch the next rain. 

 

They remembered the three teachings of the Garden of Ed: 

 

Care for the Earth. 

 

Care for People. 

 

Share the Surplus. 

 

At last, clouds gathered over the hills. Rain fell upon the roofs, flowed through new gutters, and filled the 

painted barrels. The gardens drank slowly, and the Village celebrated. 

 

From then on, they understood that Ed was not a place where abundance came without effort. The Garden of 

Ed held a relationship: people caring for water, land, seeds, and one another. 

 

And every year, the children blessed the garden by saying: 

 

May this water nourish life. 

May this garden feed the many. 

May we return what we receive with love. 

 

"A Vision of Our First Village" - Resilient Communities Network 

 

The first thing the children loved was the pond. 



 

It lay beyond the old farmhouse, where the pasture sloped toward a stand of fir and alder. On moving day, 

while the adults carried boxes and argued gently over where to put the kitchen table, the children found a trail 

through the grass. They came back with muddy shoes, bright faces, and a report: there were frogs. 

 

There were twenty of us altogether—five families of four—arriving at a worn piece of farmland in western 

Oregon with more hope than certainty. The farmhouse needed work. Its outbuildings leaned a little. Blackberry 

vines had claimed the fence line, and the field held the memory of crops but not much else. 

 

Still, there was a house. There was water, soil, forest, and room to begin. 

 

We made the farmhouse kitchen our first gathering place. Before long, it had become our community kitchen: 

boots by the door, bread cooling on the counter, a calendar crowded with names and chores. Each family 

brought something to the table. One brought a cherished soup recipe; another, jars of saved seed. We ate 

together often, but not always. We were learning that a village needed both company and quiet. 

 

The first spring, we built raised beds near the house and planted the larger field with crops we hoped would 

feed us through the year. The children pressed beans into the soil with solemn fingers. Adults who had never 

held a shovel learned from those who had. Beside the garden, we made a compost area and watched our 

kitchen scraps slowly become something the soil could use. 

 

We repaired one outbuilding as a tool shed. Another became shelter for farm animals. Chickens soon scattered 

across the yard, and two goats developed a talent for escaping exactly when everyone was busy. Nothing made 

us feel more like a village—or less like experts—than chasing them home together. 

 

Our homes took shape around the farmhouse: a few tiny homes and yurts set among the trees and along the 

edge of the pasture. Paths connected them to the kitchen, gardens, and pond. We left enough space between 

doors for each family to have its own mornings. 

 

Near the garden, we built outdoor showers beneath a simple rain-collection system. On warm days, a shower 

there felt like a small celebration. We learned to watch what the sky gave us and use it carefully. 

 

School happened all over the land. In the farmhouse, the children read stories and worked through sums. 

Outside, they measured garden beds, kept a record of the weather, and drew maps of the pond. They learned 

which chores were theirs and which questions would take years to answer. Most afternoons ended in play 

beneath the trees. 

 

Not every day was easy. Rain delayed the roof repairs. A crop failed. We disagreed about money, noise, and 

how much work was fair to ask of one another. Some evenings, we sat around the fire pit long after the 

children had gone to bed, trying to listen well enough to begin again the next morning. 

 



One autumn night, we gathered there with bowls of stew from the community kitchen. Behind us stood the 

farmhouse and its mended outbuildings. Ahead, the pond reflected a narrow strip of sky. The children ran 

between the firelight and the dark, inventing a game whose rules changed every few minutes. 

 

I looked around at the five families and thought of how this place had looked when we arrived. It was still 

unfinished. There were fences to fix, seeds to save, and conversations we had not yet learned how to have. But 

the old farmland was growing food again. Our children knew the paths through the forest. When someone 

needed help, there were nineteen other people close enough to hear. 

 

That was our first village: not a perfect place, but a place we had chosen to care for, and to care for together. 

 

Inspired by the Resilient Communities Project’s vision of cooperative land stewardship and clustered, 

multigenerational living. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



"Mud" - A New Permaculture Myth 

 

In 2045, when the cities grew louder as their promises grew thin, three caravans set out for a stretch of former 

parkland in Oregon. 

 

One came from Los Angeles, carrying seeds in old film canisters. One came from San Francisco, carrying tools 

and maps of watersheds. One came from Portland, carrying tents, yurts, and a thousand opinions about how a 

village ought to be built. 

 

They arrived with a grand name for their undertaking: New Haven. 

 

By the second week, everyone called it Mud. 

 

The horses sank to their ankles in it. The yurts leaked. The how-to books disagreed with one another, and no 

one could search for a better answer. People who had traded cars for horses discovered that horses needed 

feeding before anyone could go anywhere. People who had traded supermarkets for gardens discovered that a 

garden did not care how hungry they were. 

 

Still, they stayed. They laid down pitchforks at dusk, washed in the cold creek, and gathered around a fire 

where the smallest children asked for stories about the cities. 

 

“Was the pavement really warm at night?” one asked. 

 

“Yes,” said a woman from Los Angeles. “It held the sun long after dark.” 

 

The child pressed a palm to the soil. “Will this?” 

 

“Not in the same way,” the woman said. 

 

That autumn, the creek fell lower than anyone remembered seeing it. Their first garden wilted. Upstream, a 

bank of earth and fallen trees had shifted during a storm, turning much of the water into a dry side channel. 

They found the breach a mile from the yurts, beyond a slope too steep for the horses. 

 

For three days, the village argued beside the empty garden. 

 

“We should leave before winter,” some said. “Go where water already runs.” 

 

“We can move the bank,” said others. 

 

“No one here knows how.” 

 



An older woman named Inez opened one of the how-to books and set a stone on the page to hold it against 

the wind. The drawing showed how to brace an earthen channel, but it could not tell them whether this 

hillside would hold. They walked it again. They watched where the remaining water went. Then they asked 

everyone to say what they saw. 

 

The people from Los Angeles knew how to work through a long hot day. The people from San Francisco could 

measure a slope and question a plan. The people from Portland knew the plants along the creek. None of it 

was enough alone. 

 

At first light, they climbed together with shovels, ropes, pitchforks, and baskets. The children carried willow 

cuttings. For two days they moved stones and earth, clearing the old channel and shoring up the place where it 

had broken. They worked slowly when the ground trembled beneath them. When someone called for a pause, 

everyone stopped. 

 

On the third morning, water slipped past the repaired bank. A thin stream followed the creek’s old bend. By 

afternoon it reached the village. 

 

No one cheered at first. They stood watching it touch the dry soil. Then a child knelt and put both hands in it, 

and the others began to laugh. 

 

Winter came early. The gardens yielded less than they had hoped. They shared what they had grown, learned 

which yurts held heat, and kept a path clear to the creek. In spring, they planted again. 

 

Years later, the village still told the story of its first autumn. Some said Inez had saved them with a book. Some 

said it was the willow roots, or the stones, or the people who had noticed the water’s new course. Around the 

fire, they let each version be told. 

 

The children who had arrived from the cities grew tall enough to lead horses. When younger ones asked why 

their families had left pavement for soil, they were taken to the creek. There, beneath the willows, the villagers 

showed them the bank they had built together—and the places where they still had to mend it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



"To build a yurt from scratch" 

 

To build a yurt from scratch, you’ll make a circular platform, folding lattice walls, a doorframe, roof rafters, a 

central ring, and weatherproof covers. Use proven plans—the roof, ring, and tension cable must work together 

safely. 

 

Main steps: 

 

Plan: Choose the size and intended use. Check local zoning and permit requirements before buying materials. 

 

Platform: Build a level, anchored circular floor with proper drainage and weatherproof edges. 

 

Walls: Cut wooden slats, drill consistent pivot holes, and assemble expandable lattice panels. Attach them to a 

sturdy doorframe. 

 

Cable: Install the specified tension cable around the wall tops to resist the roof’s outward push. 

 

Roof: Make the central ring and rafters according to the plans. Assemble with helpers and temporary supports, 

then install required anchoring and reinforcement. 

 

Cover: Add fitted roof and wall fabric, optional insulation, and a sealed roof opening. Arrange overlaps to shed 

rain outward. 

 

Finish: Plan ventilation, heating, electricity, and sanitation if it will be a dwelling. 

 

You can make most wooden components yourself, but consider professionally fabricated covers. Don’t 

improvise structural dimensions, cable fittings, or wind anchoring. 

 

 


